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Office Action Summary 



Application No 



iK'K'K^ciiiuii iNu. Applicant(s) ^ 

xaminer Ar 



Examiner 



Tuan Nguyen 



Art Unit 

3653 




The MAILING DATE of this commun/catfon appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timeiy. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and wil! expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. . 

- Failure to reply wifhin the'set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C: § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1.)^^^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

• 2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)^,^This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with tNe practice uu6er Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) j^ Ciaim(s) | ^ — _ 

is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) 2G — XE (Lr^ ^ 9^ is/are withdrawn from consideratio 

6)D Claim(s) 's/are allowed. 

6);^ Claim(s) if-2C^ ^^ -4^ C^i 4-^-^7 is/are rejected. 

lS0 Claim(s) 1^ tkyv^^ 4- | is/are objected to. 

8) n Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requiremem 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: dl] approved ^ disapproved. 



lOD The drawing(s) filed on 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 
alD All blD Some* clD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2, □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a|). 
*See the attached detailed Offic^^ction for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 19(e). 



Attach me nt(s) 

1 5) j^J^Notlce of References Cited (PTO-892) ^ 

161 □ Notice of Dreftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948} 

17|J^^nformatfon Disclosure Statement (s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



^8)D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) 0 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) 0 Other: 



J. S. Patent and Trade nrvirk Office 

^TO-326 (Rev, 9-00) 
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Art Unit: 3653 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 26-28 and 53-55 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
LI 42(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No, 10 filed on October 24, 2002. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed pubUcation 
in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-12, 14-25, 29-40 and 42-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Tsukuda (cited by applicant). 

Tsukuda discloses a method and a system for efficient bulk package delivery for recipients. 
The method and system comprise delivery means for delivering the packages in bulk for a plurality 
of recipients in a single delivery stop to a destination centralized pickup location or an origination 
regional distribution center (RDC) 111; and means for randomly loading the bulk delivery 
packages into an automated system of storage locker bins 113. Tsukuda fiarther has a means for 
sorting and transporting the bulk packages at the RDC into the locker bins by identifying and 
matching the packages and each individual recipient. 

4. Claims 13 and 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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5. The IDS (PTO-1449) filed on June 18, 2001 and February 19, 2002 have been 
considered. A copy of each is attached hereto. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

Sleep et al., Schulhof et al. and Schumacher et al. are cited to show other pertinent art. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Tuan Nguyen 
at telephone number 703-308-3664. 



tnn, 

February 24, 2003. 



